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Visualizing Liveliness of Discussion and Reference Relations on
Online Discussion Boards

HiIDEKAZU SHIOZAWAT! and HRoFuMI NAKAYAMA !

This paper proposes a new technique to interactively visualize liveliness of discussion and reference rela-
tions of messages on online discussion boards, and describes the prototype software that visualizes liveliness
of a discussion thread on Ni-channel, the Japan’s largest online discussion site. The visualization is basically
a line graph which horizontal and vertical axes represent time and the number of posted messages respec-
tively. To show reference relations on the same graph, our visualization utilizes the technique of Thread Arcs
that shows message references as semicircle arcs connecting replied and replying ones. Furthermore users
to know length of each message, messages are plotted as small bar graphs on the same line graph.
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