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The Natto View: An Architecture for
Interactive Information Visualization

HIDEKAZU SHIOZAWA,! HARUHIKO NISHIYAMAt
and YUTAKA MATSUSHITA?

The Natto View visualizes the WWW space by 3-dimensional graphics, and its interactive
“lift-up” operation enables users to view connections and context of information from various
interests. Each node, or the Web page, and hyperlink represents respectively ball and wire
connecting thier, and at first they are placed roughly on a plane in 3-dimensional space. The
user can select and focus arbitrary node and lift it up with a mouse. Then the nodes to which
the focused node links are lifted up together, thus the complex network is disentangled by the
user’s interest. The Natto View supports not only visualization but also interactive operations
on user’s demand, and it is suitable for incremental access to huge distributed information
networks because of its independence from the layout of its nodes. In this paper, we describe
the Natto View and its evaluation by a classification of information visualizations according to
the relationship among degree of interest, consistency of operations and directional semantics
of operations.
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